Conservation Update
A Publication of the Charles Soil Conservation District
December 2019

Mark Your
Calendars!
 Dec 30, 2019
BMP
Installation
Proposals Due
 March 1, 2020
Cover Crop Kill
Down
(no incentive)
Begins
 May 1, 2020
Cover Crop Kill
Down for
Delayed
Termination
Incentive
Begins
 May 20, 2020
Annual
Cooperators
Dinner

Charles SCD Recognizes James Elmer Hill, Jr. as 2018 Cooperator of the Year
By: Dee Dee Saunders, Charles SCD District Coordinator

A

t our annual dinner, held on May 22, 2019, the Charles Soil Conservation District
recognized James Elmer Hill, Jr. – “Junior” to all who know him – as the Charles
Soil Conservation District 2018 Cooperator of the Year.
Junior has worked with the Soil Conservation District over the last 25 years to install
many agronomic Best Management Practices. He uses a complete no-till system to
plant his crops and plants cover crops on most of his cropland acres, weather
permitting. He often plants some of his small grain cover crops before October 1st,
maximizing the benefit to the soil and the Chesapeake Bay.
Junior has current conservation
plans on 28 tracts in Charles
County, covering over 860 acres of
farmland.
His dedication to a
complete no till system has
demonstrated its worth by
significantly
reducing
soil
erosion. During visits to his farms
for cover crop spot checks and
conservation plan updates, very
little indication of rill erosion is
evident, even on highly erodible
fields. His work demonstrates the advantages of long term no-till farming and how
proper agronomic practices can reduce the need for structural practices on some
agricultural land. His cropping system, implementing the big three agronomic
conservation practices of residue management, no-till, conservation crop rotation, and
nutrient management on over 860 acres of cropland, sets his farming apart.

During the dinner program, numerous other agencies and offices also recognized
Junior Hill and presented him with citations and certificates of appreciation. Charles
County Commissioners presented him with a Charles County Commissioners Citation
and Del. Edith Patterson presented a Maryland General Assembly
Citation. Recognitions were also presented on behalf of the Secretary of the Maryland
Department of Agriculture, Governor Larry Hogan, USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Congressman Steny Hoyer, and Senators Benjamin Cardin and
Chris Van Hollen.
Be sure to
check out
charlesscd.com
for calendar
updates!

Congratulations are again extended to James Elmer Hill, Jr. for being recognized for his
lifetime commitment to conservation-minded farming in Charles County through his
consistent implementation of conservation tillage and planting of cover crops.
www.charlesscd.com
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A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Staff Member and Associate Supervisors

L

eeAnn Olthaus is our new Ag Technician at the
Charles SCD office. She will be assisting
conservation engineers in site survey, design, and
construction inspection in order to implement
conservation practices. She will also be involved in
Forest Harvest Operation review. LeeAnn is bringing
engineering and equine experience to her new role.
We are very happy to have LeeAnn join our team.
Lynne Wheeler, a new Associate Supervisor, was
born and raised in Indian Head, Charles County, and
is a graduate of University of Maryland, B.S. Medical
Technology. Her career entailed working in clinical
laboratories in La Plata, MD and Boca Raton, FL, a
Territory Manager for 12 years with Fisher Scientific,
and final working years with Grainger Industrial
Supply. Lynne’s hobbies are gardening and
propagation of native plants, birding, reading, dogs,
nature, cooking and wine. She is the past president of
the Southern Maryland Audubon Society and current
membership chair. She resides in Chicamuxen with
her husband John Wheeler, an Indian Head business
owner.

Kevin Warring, a new Associate Supervisor, is a life
long resident of Charles County, MD. He lives in
Faulkner, MD where he harvests 100 acres of
grain, crabs, and oysters. He is an active steward of
the land, implementing best practices including
riparian buffers to shallow water areas. Kevin also
brings 15 years of budget analysis experience
through his federal service at the Department of
Defense.
Bonnie Browne, a new Associate Supervisor, was
born and raised in the agricultural community of
Nanjemoy. She attended college in Salisbury, North
Carolina majoring in Environmental Studies and
minoring in Biology. Bonnie gained experience
working for the land trust in Salisbury, NC, working
with Brownsville Programs in Winston-Salem, and
cutting her stormwater management teeth as a SWM
inspector in housing communities.

Cover Crops

C

over crops are important to the health of the
Chesapeake Bay and the productivity of Charles
County and Maryland’s farmland. In the fall, coldhardy cereal grains such as wheat, rye, and barley are
planted as cover crops in newly harvested fields.
Once established, cover crops recycle unused plant

nutrients remaining in the soil from the previous
summer crop and protect fields against wind and
water erosion. In addition to their water quality
benefits, cover crops improve soil health, increase
organic matter in the soil, reduce weeds and pests
and provide habitat for beneficial insects.
Charles County had 40 cover crop applicants for this
year of which 34 planted by the November 5 program
deadline. Kudos to them for protecting 6,725 acres
for the 2019–2020 cover crop period.
Nothing says “conservation farmer” like a green field
of cover crops in late autumn or winter. Not only do
Maryland’s nutrient management regulations require
farmers to plant cover crops when applying organic
nutrient sources to allow ground in the fall, but cover
crops are one of the most cost-effective best
management practices in Maryland’s Chesapeake Bay
cleanup strategy.

www.charlesscd.com
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2019 Student Conservation Leadership Council Appointees
By: Susan Pirner, Charles SCD Secretary

T

he Maryland NRCS Student Conservation
Leadership Council is an innovative volunteer
program that seek high school students interested in
work experience in the agriculture, conservation, and
environmental sciences. The program provides
students with a better understanding of soil
conservation districts and conservation partnership
agencies.
The Charles SCD has appointed two local high school
students to participate in this year’s program: Luke
Szoch of La Plata High School and Miya Felder of
North Point High School. During their year-long
appointment to the Council, they commit to

providing 40 hours of service to help our District
achieve our conservation goals. NRCS facilitates four
group meetings throughout the year to expose
students to statewide trainings and events, and
provide students with the opportunity to present
their volunteer experience to the State Leadership
Team during the final Council Meeting.
The Student Leadership Council is one tool our
partnership has to provide students with a better
understanding of soil and resource conservation and
to cultivate the next generation of local conservation
leaders.

Charles County Envirothon
By: Sidney Saunders, Charles SCD Public Affairs Intern

I

n 1993, the Charles Soil Conservation District
organized the Charles County Envirothon
program. Since its inception, this problem-solving,
natural resources educational program for high
school students has grown to include participation by
all seven public high schools in Charles County.
Teams of 5 high school students work together
to study Maryland’s natural resources over the
course of the school year. On April 19, 2018 teams
Westlake High School, winners of the 2019 Charles
competed against each other by being tested in the 5
areas of study: aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife, and
County Envirothon
‘Agriculture & the Environment: Knowledge &
Technology to Feed the World’ (the 2019 current
issue). These tests are hands-on activities done in our Facilities workers for digging the soil pit, Sara Taylor
local environment, Gilbert Run Park in Charlotte Hall. from CCBOE for covering the event, Trainers,
Coaches, and the Charles SCD Staff for making this all
Westlake High School was the winner of the 2018
possible.
Charles County Envirothon Competition. McDonough
High School earned 2nd place and North Point High Our 2020 Charles County Envirothon Competition
School earned 3rd. Westlake advanced to represent will be held on April 16th. The current issue being
us at the Maryland Envirothon Competition.
studied this year is ‘Water Resource Management:
Local Control and Local Solutions’. We wish everyone
Congratulations to all of our participants for a
the best of luck this year!
successful 2019! We’d like to thank the sponsors who
make the Envirothon here possible. Thank you to For more information about the Charles County
T&J’s BBQ for lunch, Anthony Hancock, John Wells, Envirothon or to find out how to get involved please
and others at Gilbert Run Park for hosting us, Public visit our website at charlesscd.com.
www.charlesscd.com

Page 4

2019 Urban Erosion & Sediment Control Summary
By: Tim Wells, Charles SCD Conservation Engineer, P.E.

T

he year of 2019 brought about generally
favorable weather conditions for construction
and land development in Charles County. Overall
plan review workload throughout the County was
typical, but developers and contractors took
advantage of the weather conditions, including a
record long drought in late summer and early fall, to
expedite work in the field and make up for time lost
due to the record rainfall amounts from 2018. As
work progressed quickly in the field, many times
unique circumstances required changes and plan
revisions to effectively complete projects in a timely
manner, while still preventing erosion leaving
projects sites.

Here at the Charles Soil Conservation District we
take pride in enforcing the state law requirements
set forth in the 2011 Standards and Specifications for
Sediment and Erosion Control issued by the
Maryland Department of the Environment. These
guidelines when applied to individual site
development projects with various topography, soil
types, and landscape positions significantly reduce
erosion from site development into our local creeks,
streams, rivers. It often requires creative and
innovative engineering solutions, and it is nearly
impossible to completely prevent erosion
particularly with extreme (and poorly timed) storm
events that exceed the design capacity of sediment
control devices. We appreciate the continued hard
work and coordination with forward thinking
engineering firms, conscience contractors, and
dedicated MDE and County inspection staff to
prevent sedimentation of local waterways and the
protection of some of our most valuable natural
resources in Charles County.

This past year marked the first full year utilizing the
Charles County Government EnerGov system with
Bluebeam PDF plan review for the review of County
Building Permits, as well as the Concept and Site
phase review of the Environmental Site Design (ESD)
process. This eliminated the requirement of paper
plan submissions for the residential building permit
review, issuance, and inspection process. Using the
new software and transitioning from paper to digital
plan review has certainly been an adjustment, but
the potential improvements in efficiency have
already been noticed and will continue to improve as
the process is refined. Currently, SCD is still
reviewing sediment and erosion control for
Development Services Permits and other approvals
through our office by paper but stay tuned as
someday soon we may join make the leap to eReview
as well.
Overall, with still a month remaining in the calendar
year, we reviewed a total of 92 new plan submittals
and 171 plan revisions for sediment and erosions
control in 2019. Of those submittals, a total of 131
new and revised approvals were granted for projects
throughout Charles County. The Charles Soil
Conservation District also reviews site development
projects as part of Charles County Government’s
residential building permit process for single lot
development of single family dwellings, townhouses,
apartments, and other residential projects. As part of
this process, SCD completed 872 reviews and issued
789 approvals.

The Charles SCD would also like to take time to thank
the tireless efforts for the County Inspections
department. In addition to various other inspection
responsibilities, the County inspectors are tasked

www.charlesscd.com
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2019 Urban Erosion & Sediment Control Summary (cont.)
By: Tim Wells, Charles SCD Conservation Engineer, P.E.

with coordinating with contractors and ensuring
proper implementation of approved sediment and
erosion control plans. Often times, plans require
revisions based on field conditions, construction
schedules, weather, or other factors. The inspectors
and contractors coordinate with the design engineers
and SCD review staff to make changes that work on
paper, meet the state law, but are also practical in the
field given existing and proposed conditions. This is a
task that can be challenging but is arguably the most

important part of limiting sediment leaving the site
and entering our local water systems. The County
inspectors are the boots on the ground and truly the
lynch pin of sediment and erosion control. Our
seamless communication and cooperation is a
valuable and valued asset and we look forward to our
continued relationship.
If you see sedimentation in your local communities,
please contact our office or County inspections staff.
Everyone can do their part!

Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant Projects
By: Dee Dee Saunders, Charles SCD District Coordinator

T

he Charles Soil Conservation District announces
the completion of several conservation projects
funded by the Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) in
conjunction with the Charles County Watershed
Restoration and Protection Program (WRPP). The
District was awarded design and implementation

grants by the CBT to design and install agricultural
and urban best management practices for erosion
control, restoration, and native pollinator habitat
development. Installed practices include a native
landscape planting area around the building
including two raingardens to handle roof and parking
lot runoff while offering the added benefit of having
native vegetation able to handle southern Maryland
conditions while attracting native pollinators; a
grassed waterway that not only addresses a soil loss
issue but also filters the runoff of nine acres of the
property before reaching the Zekiah Swamp
Watershed; and the preparation of a plot for native
pollinator habitat to be planted Spring 2020.

These practices could
not
have
been
implemented
without
the generous assistance
and/or
funding
of
Chesapeake Bay Trust,
Charles County WRPP,
Charles
County
Extension’s
Master
Gardeners and Southern
Md Audubon Society.
The installed practices serve as more than
conservation efforts, but also for demonstration
purposes for the Charles County and regional
agricultural,
development,
and
conservation
communities. The farm not only serves as the
backdrop for Charles County Envirothon trainings,
but also as an educational opportunity for local
teachers, students and organizations. Each element
can be adapted to suit the needs of the individual
farmer, developer or property owner. Stop by and
talk to any of our
staff about the
conservation
efforts you see
here on our farm
or others that can
solve the resource
concerns on your
property.

www.charlesscd.com
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Udeni’s Journey to Patagonia
By: Udeni Leanage, MDA/Charles SCD Agricultural Technician

M

y Journey to Patagonia, Chile began on
December 1, 2019 in Washington DC taking
me though Miami, FL, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Santiago,
Chile and finally Punta Arenas, Chile. I had to prepare

This travel adventure brought me in close contact
with many of the world’s most beautiful places that
I've only seen online, I got to visit the famous Christ
the Redeemer Statue and Copacabana Beach in Rio,
Mary's Statue in Santiago and then the greatest was
Patagonia in the Andes Mountain range. One of the
highlights of the Brazil stop was getting to hike up to
the Christ the Redeemer Statue in Rio.
Patagonia W trail hike is one of the most physically
challenging hikes in some of the wildest and most
remote landscapes on Earth. While the trekking is
not technically difficult, we were out in the wild for 5
days and covering good distances each day with
some steep and/or uneven sections. As we were not
with a guide, we were expected to trek and
understand the risks involved in such a feat.

for this once in a lifetime hike in the Patagonia
mountain range for about four months in advance by
hiking through several mountains and parks in our
area which included Old rag, Sugarloaf, Thurston
Griggs trail, Poconos and some of the famous
Appalachian trails in Maryland and Virginia.

Trekking to the base of the awe-inspiring sheer
granite towers at Torres Del Paine, visiting ancient
glaciers such as Glacier Grey the world's second
largest contiguous extra polar ice field and hiking
through deep valleys dotted with grazing guanacos,
Pumas and condors adds to the adventurous feel of
the hike.

Farmer Training and Certification Courses Offered
Via: MDA Maryland Agricultural Highlights, December 2019

T

he Maryland Department of Agriculture and
University of Maryland Extension will offer
farmer training and certification workshops for
farmers who want to become certified by the
department to write nutrient management plans for
their own operations. The two-day workshops are
for producers with cropland and pastures who use
commercial fertilizer and/or manure. They will be
offered January 21 and February 4, 2020 in Queen
Anne’s County and January 28 and February 11,

2020 in Frederick County. To become certified,
farmers are required to pass an exam and complete a
nutrient management plan for the 2020 season.
Professional staff will be available to assist with plan
writing. Seating is limited, so interested farmers
should enroll right away. For a registration form, go
to:
mda.maryland.gov/resource_conservation/counties/
Winter2020FarmerCertificationClasses.pdf

www.charlesscd.com
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What’s in a Conservation Plan? Ways to Save Money, Improve Natural
Resources, Meet Operational Goals, and Much More
By: Sally Kepfer, NRCS-Delaware State Resource Conservationist

T

he programs outlined in the Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018, or the 2018 Farm
Bill, shape nearly every aspect of American
agriculture—including
conservation.
President
Trump signed the Farm Bill into law late last year;
however, before conservation programs can be
administered, the USDA is charged with writing the
actual rules for how these programs will be
implemented on the ground.

NRCS and the conservation districts have planners on
the ground to walk farmers through the planning
process, which includes inventorying natural
resources, identifying problems and opportunities,
offering solutions, and providing assistance to help
implement the conservation plan. This assistance is
free and voluntary.
Several benefits to a conservation plan include the
following:

The rulemaking process is extensive and lengthy.
 Improving water, soil and air quality;
Still, USDA offices continue to provide the support
and assistance that agricultural customers rely upon.  Improving the farmer’s bottom line;
With the rulemaking process underway, the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is
encouraging farmers and forestry landowners to visit
their local USDA Service Center to develop a
conservation plan to improve the health and function
of beneficial natural resources.
Whether growing grains, forages, or vegetables;
raising poultry or livestock; or managing forestland,
a plan can integrate a farmer’s operational goals with
their environmental ones. During the conservation
planning process, a certified conservation planner
will work with customers to understand their
objectives and the resource needs of the land. Based
on sound scientific practices, the planner and farmer
will develop a plan together that provides
recommendations to meet land use and natural
resource goals.
As a poultry or livestock producer, a plan could help
determine the need and size for a manure storage
structure or energy efficiency practices. A plan could
help cropland producers identify practices to
improve their soil health. These practices may
include cover crops, reduced tillage and irrigation
water management. A soil health assessment can be
completed to determine the soil’s potential. As part of
the planning process, NRCS can help with designs or
practice specifications, determine estimated costs
and identify funding sources.



Complying with environmental regulations;



Creating or improving wildlife habitat, and many
more.

A conservation plan combines farmers’ experience
with the science-based knowledge of the
conservation planner. The plan includes items such
as a land use map, soils information, inventory of
resources, standard drawings and designs—all based
on the producer’s goals and resource needs.
Conservation planners can customize the plan to
meet the farmer’s goals which might include
lowering production costs, increasing crop yields,
improving soil health or water quality, conserving
soil, increasing forage production, or providing water
for livestock. Farmers choose the options that best fit
their farm.
Getting started is easy. Just call or stop by your local
USDA Service Center. To find your local office, visit
www.nrcs.usda.gov/contact and search the map by
state. Visit www.nrcs.usda.gov for additional
information on NRCS programs and services.
Together we can find solutions to meet your land
management goals.

www.charlesscd.com

Page 8

Using CSP to Improve Your Forest
By: Colleen Kiefer, NRCS Soil Conservationist for Charles County

D

o you have woodlands on your property that
you manage for wildlife? Are you interested in
increasing management of your woods with new
practices that improve wildlife habitat, manage
streamside erosion or increase diversity of native
species?

enhancements and estimate the amount of your
annual payment.
To review the list of possible enhancements
available in CSP visit:
nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/
programs/financial/csp/?cid=nrcseprd1452885

If so, then the Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) may be a good choice for you! CSP is designed WHAT YOU NEED TO APPLY:
to reward farmers for the great conservation work  A Forest Stewardship Plan prepared by a
they are already doing on their properties and in
certified forester** documenting current and
their forests, while assisting them to install
future management
additional conservation enhancements.
 An updated Conservation Plan
Contracts for CSP are for 5 years with annual base
payments which are rewarded based on current For all those interested in applying or learning more
management practices. Financial assistance is about CSP contact Colleen Kiefer at the NRCS partner
additionally paid for installation of new office, 301-934-9588 ext. 3.
enhancements under the program. After applying **Those who do not have an up-to-date Forest Stewardship
landowners will complete an interview and site visit Plan may be eligible to apply for financial assistance to
with NRCS staff to determine eligibility, select have one written through EQIP.

Equine Fencing
By: LeeAnn Olthaus, Charles SCD Agricultural Technician

W

ith so many products on the market today for
equine fencing materials, choosing the right
fence for you might feel like a daunting task. Luckily,
there are many resources and assistance available
that can help you decide.
The University of Maryland Extension has an equine
rotational grazing demonstration site located in
 Ensure that you are including and properly
Ellicott City, MD. Here, multiple types of fencing have
locating fence brace assemblies, especially for
been installed so that visitors can see the fence types
RAMM Flex Fence and multiple strands of high
used in a real-life setting. Some of the fence types
tensile wire as these materials are heavy.
used include: wooden board, vinyl board, no climb
mesh, and electric fence. Their facility’s website  If not using durable wood, utilize pressure
includes details on the cost and projected life of some
treated wood to extend the potential life of
of the types of fence used as well.
wooden board fence. If you decide to go the
wooden board fence route, it is advised to include
Here at the SCD, our technicians and planners can
a hot wire to run along the top board to prevent
also provide you with assistance and the USDA
chewing.
conservation practice specifications for all types of
livestock fence, both temporary and permanent.
 For optimum fence strength, attach boards/wire
to the side of the fence that will receive the
No matter what you decide, some general fencing
greatest pressure from the livestock.
tips can be found below.
www.charlesscd.com
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Equipment for Rent
Interested renters, please follow these easy steps:
1. Stop by the Charles SCD office to complete a Conservation Assistance Agreement Form and schedule when you
would like to reserve the equipment or; Mail the completed Conservation Assistance Agreement Form to our office
and call to schedule when you would like to reserve the equipment. The completed Agreement Form must be received by our office prior to scheduling. When scheduling, please discuss the date, time, and location of pick up.
2. If renting the post pounder, come into our office and view our safety video.
3. On the day you are scheduled to use the equipment, Call the Charles SCD office and a staff member will meet you at
the discussed pick up location. Payment will be held at the time of rental pick up.
4. When you are finished, call the Charles SCD office and return the equipment to the location of your pick up then
your payment will be finalized for the equipment rental.

12’ Turbo Till
→
→
→
→
→
→
→
→
→

Useful in all soil conditions
Easy and quick depth adjustment
Constant level hitch
100 hp minimum
Front-wheel drive
Single-point hydraulic controls
Front weights and/or front loader
Tractor preferred
12-foot towing width

Post Pounder
→
→
→
→
→
→

Round posts only
Joystick hydraulic controls
Adjustable hammer height accommodates different post lengths
Easy operation and transportation
Standard 1/2 ton truck
Pin hitch

www.charlesscd.com
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7’ No-Till Drill
→
→
→
→
→
→
→

7-foot planting width
10-foot transportation width
7.5-inch row spacing
40 hp tractor minimum
Single-point hydraulic controls
Standard duty pick-up truck with
tow package
Straight pin hitch hookup with standard RV style electric connection

10’ No-Till Drill
→
→
→
→
→
→
→
→
→
→

10-foot planting width
7.5-inch row spacing with front gang lockout for planting 15-inch rows
3.5-bushel capacity main seed bin, 1.5bushel capacity for small seed box
Front caster wheels for low tongue weight
85 hp tractor manufacturer minimum recommended
Single-point hydraulic controls
10.5-foot transport width
Implement has no brakes and weighs
7,000 lbs
Heavy duty pickup or farm truck needed
Straight pin hitch hookup with standard
RV style electric connection

Visit our website or contact Randy Sweeney, MDA Agricultural Resource Conservation
Specialist, at the Charles SCD Office for more information.

www.charlesscd.com
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2020 Office Closures
Charles Soil Conservation District
Board of Supervisors
Charles Rice
Jeffrey Bossart
Jack Welch
Wes Tomlinson
Wayne Hancock
Alan Leslie
Bonnie Browne
Kevin Warring
Lynne Wheeler

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Member
Member
Secretary, U.M. Extension
Associate Supervisor
Associate Supervisor
Associate Supervisor



















Dec 25, 2019 Christmas Day
Dec 26, 2019 Christmas Break
Dec 27, 2019 Christmas Break
Jan 1, New Year’s Day
Jan 2, New Year’s Break
Jan 20, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s Birthday
Feb 17, Presidents’ Day
Apr 10, Good Friday
May 25, Memorial Day
July 3, Independence Day
Sept 7, Labor Day
Oct 12, Columbus Day
Nov 3, Election Day
Nov 11, Veterans’ Day
Nov 26, Thanksgiving Day
Nov 27, Thanksgiving Break
Dec 25, Christmas Day

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email, please send your information to info@CharlesSCD.com

Charles Soil Conservation District
4200 Gardiner Road
Waldorf, MD 20601
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